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Instrumentation

Flute
Oboe

Bassoon
Clarinet	1, 	2
Bass	Clar inet

Alto	Saxophone
Tenor	Saxophone

Baritone	Saxophone
Trumpet	1, 	2
French	Horn
Trombone
Euphonium

Tuba

Snare	Drum,	Wind	Chimes,	&	Ride	Cymbal
Bass	Drum,	Suspended	Cymbal

Suspended	Cymbal, 	Tambourine,	F loor	Tom
Glockenspiel	&	Chimes

Somet imes	I	hav e	a	hard	t ime	coming	up	w it h	names	for	a	piece.	
T his	w as	one	of	t hose	t imes.

O ne	of	t he	t hings	I	lov e	about 	w rit ing	commissions	is	t hat 	I	can	pitch
t he	idea	of	a	name	to	t he	group	commissioning	t he	piece.	I	nev er	know	w hat 	is	

going	to	be	suggested,	but 	I	hope	t hat 	I	can	end	up	using	one	t hey	came	up	w it h	so	t he	
members	of	t he	ensemble	feel	ev en	more	connected	to	t he	piece	t hat 	w as	w rit ten	just 	for	t hem.

I	started	w rit ing	t his	piece	t hinking	of	a	fanfare	built 	on	an	eight h	note	grid.	
In	t his	grid	I	systemat ically	mov e	eight h	notes	one	beat 	ov er,	like	you	see	in	t he	first 	few	bars.

I	didn' t 	completely	st ick	to	t his	rhyt hmic	mot iv e,	but 	you	can	hear	it 	popping	up	t hroughout .

I	suppose	t hat 	t he	pulsing	feel	coming	from	t he	eight h	notes	gav e	t he	feeling	of	a	chase	or	a	race
because	sev eral	suggest ions	for	t he	name	of	t his	piece	rev olv ed	around	t hat 	idea.

W hen	t he	name	of	" C hariot s" 	w as	suggested,	I	rolled	it 	around	in	my	head,	
w ent 	back	and	listened,	and	t he	more	I	t hought 	it 	ov er	t he	more	I	liked	it !

Because	t he	t it le	came	after	t he	composit ion	it 	doesn' t 	st rict ly	follow	t he	idea	of	a	chariot 	race,	
but 	if	you	listen	in	a	more	of	an	abst ract 	interpretat ion	of	t he	name	it 	totally	w orks!

I	encourage	you	to	imagine	chariot s	being	w elcomed	onto	t he	t rack	w it h	a	fanfare,
lining	up	at 	t he	start ing	line,	chasing	eachot her	around	t he	t rack,	

w it h	choruses	of	horse	hoov es	t hudding,	maybe	t here	is	a	crash	at 	some	point .	
As	t he	music	builds	from	a	moment 	of	calm,	imagine	one	racer	out 	front 	all	by	t hemselv es,	

t hen	ot her	chariot s	start 	to	catch	up	and	at tempt 	to	ov ertake	t he	leader,	t he	audience	cheers	
as	our	race	ends	w it h	horses	neck	and	neck	charging	across	t he	finish	line.

I	had	a	lot 	of	fun	w rit ing	t his	piece	and	I	hope	you	enjoy	playing	and	listening	to	it !

- Drew	Morris
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Clarinet	in	Bb	2

Bass	Clarinet
in	Bb

Alto	Saxophone

Tenor	Saxophone

Baritone	Saxophone

Trumpet	in	Bb	1

Trumpet	in	Bb	2

Horn	in	F

Trombone

Euphonium
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Percussion	1
Snare	Drum

Wind	Chimes
Ride	Cymbal

Percussion	2
Bass	Drum

Suspended	Cymbal

Percussion	3
Suspended	Cymbal

Tambourine
Floor	Tom

Glockenspiel
Chimes
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