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Instrumentation
		

Marimba*

Timpani	(3)

Snare	Drum

Concert	Toms	(2)

Hi-Hat

Bass	Drum

Ride	Cymbal

Aux.	Percussion	
Wind	Chimes

Suspended	Cymbal

Triangle

Tambourine

* In	case	you	find	the	double	stops	throughout	the	piece	to	be	a	bit	much	for	your	mallet	players,

I	have	also	included	optional	parts	where	I' ve	broken	the	Upper	and	Lower	lines

	from	the	mallet	part	into	their	own	individual	parts.

Feel	free	to	use	any	mallet	instrument	you	wish,

and	also	feel	free	to	double	this	part	with	as	many	

different	players	as	you	would	like.

Back	in	2008	or	2009,	I	can’ t	remember	which,	my	friend	Daniel	Hodge	came	to	me	saying 

“ I	need	you	to	write	me	a	percussion	ensemble…today.”  

I	laughed	but	ended	up	basically	writing	my	first	percussion	ensemble,

“Alpha	Bravo	Niner”,	over	the	course	of	that	day, starting	on	the

	back	of	a	post-it	note	while	administering	a	test	and	then	taking	it	over

 to	my	computer	later	in	the	day.	I	went	on	to	submit	that	piece	to	Row-Loff	Percussion. 

It	was	accepted	and	has	gone	on	to	be	played	all	over	the	world.

 

In	July	of	2021,	another	friend	of	mine,	Kevin	Hume,	asked	me	to	write	him	a	piece	just	like

 Alpha	Bravo	Niner,	but	for	8	players.	The	result	is	this	piece.	I	tried	to	use	introductory	rhythms

 and	techniques	that	could	be	played	by	first	or	second-year	players. 

(Though,	I	tend	to	dig	in	a	little	more	on	my	hi-hat	parts,	sorry	about	that). 

I	followed	the	naming	convention	of	Alpha	Bravo	Niner	by	adopting	words 

that	I	thought	I	remembered	being	used	in	military	communication, 

and	later	learned	to	be	part	of	the	NATO	Phonetic	Alphabet.

 

I	hope	this	piece	fits	your	ensemble,	and	if	you	like	this	one, 

I	encourage	you	to	check	out	the	piece	that	inspired	it,	Alpha	Bravo	Niner!	
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