The Great Divide

Percussion Ensemble for 11 Players

Drew Morris

Commissioned for the Pea Ridge High School Percussion Ensemble,
Kevin Hume & Matt McCool, Directors. Pea Ridge, Arkansas

Instrumentation
Glocrenspiel (2), Xylophone, Vibraphone, Marimba (4.3 octave), Synthesizer, Bass Guitar,
Snare Drum (2), Concert Toms (4), Floor Tom, Drum Set Bass Drum (2), Concert Bass Drum,
Suspended Cymbal (2), Hi-hat, Splash Cymbal, China Cymbal, Tam-tam, Triangle.



The Great Divide was inspired by two things.
First, the title came from my love of hiking.
The Continental Divide Trail runs from Mexico to Canada over the Rocky Mountains.
I know the title isn't “The Continental Divide', but it was close, and
I was thinking a lot about long distance hiking when | started this piece,
having just gotten off a short trip ori the Appalachian Trail.

The second part of inspiration came from the divide between ¢ pair of stereo speakers.
| tried to borrow some ‘stereophonic” effects to keep the listener following their ears from
the left side of the stage to the right and back again over the course of the piece.

Even though I've been away from this piece for several months now, | still find it popping into my brain.
The 4/4 and 7/8 section at "B" in particular likes (o creep into my day all the time.

I had a lot of fun writing this piece and | hope you enjoy listening to it and playing it!

-Drew Morris
July 19, 2018

You can find "7/8 Q3" a supplemental technical exercise with an electronic backing track,
written to help reinforce the techniques found in this composition at www.drewmorrismusic.com/digbeets
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