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I am often surprised by where the inspiration for pieces come from.
In this instance the inspiration came from an episode of Doctor Who... sort of.
There is an episode where a space ship is traveling away from a black hole.
The ship is so large that time is travelling at drastically different speeds from floor to floor.
This is due to a concept called Gravitational Time Dilation, but | didn't know that at first, | had to do some research.
I just knew that for some reason, time slows down as you approach a black hole.
For whatever reason, that principle was bouncing around my head as | began work on this piece.
In an effort to create musical equivalent to time dilation, the main theme of this piece is
first stated in 4/4 time, but over the course of the piece it is presented in different configurations.
At various times it is elongated into a 5/4 and 6/4 feel as well as a shorter 3/4 time signature.
In addition to time signature manipulation, there are also times in the piece where the
concept of time and meter looses its power over the rhythms. In these moments, musicians play
through one of the themes of the piece at random speeds while other musicians cre plcving ominous
swells of chords. These don't have significance to the concept of t me diiation.
They just sound a little scary, much like the concept of black holes.
Once the piece gets started, there is a sense of pulse driviig th -oughout
This is sometimes supplied by quarter notes in the percussion and someuiiies by o« cillating eighth
notes in the winds. Even as the phrases become longer and shorterihat pulse remauinis constaric
This was my attempt to represent the view of an outside observer waiching son.2or2 or somedhing
on its approach to the black hole. To them, the object would-apsecr to be siowing down ¢s it r.eared
the black hole's event horizon, even though time in their recicii of spacevculd still ke clicking along
at a steady tempo. However, from the viewpoint of the versor nearing the black hole, iime would be
moving along normally in their region of space, while everything beyond the biack hole's r20ci would be zooming by.
In this piece, we never really enter the black hole so time doe:sn't slow dowr all that cirastically. It's more as if we
were taking a joy ride in and out of the black hole's gravitcitional puu cad-experiericiag trie time dilation in short
bursts while never really getting threateed by the pliysics-shattering reality that exists
beyond the "thi=showd” of the event horizon

-Drew Mot is
Marct 15,2019
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As many assorted pitched metallic instruments as possible (G, A-flat, B-flat)
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Silent, Meaning start or end crescendo as silently as possible
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